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from one to the other if they are fixed. But in any case,
E obtain in consciousness the testimony that the impression
produced by the one line differs from that produced by the
other. Of this difference I can give no further evidence
than that I am conscious of it, and find it impossible, while
contemplating the lines, to get rid of the consciousness.
The proposition that the lines are unequal is a proposition
of which the negation is inconceivable. But now suppose
it is asked whether B and c are equal; or whether c and D
are equal. No positive answer is possible. Instead of its
being inconceivable that B is longer than c, or equal to it,
or shorter, it is conceivable that it is any one of the three.
Here an appeal to the direct verdict of consciousness is
illegitimate, because on transferring the attention from B
to c, or c to D, the changes in the other elements of the
impressions so entangle the elements to be compared, as to
prevent them from being put in apposition. If the ques-
tion of relative length is to be determined, it must be by
rectification of the bent line; and this is done through a se-
ries of steps, each one of which involves an immediate judg-
ment akin to that by which A and B are compared. "Now
as here, so in other cases, it is only simple percepts or con-
cepts respecting the relations of which immediate con-
sciousness can satisfactorily testify; and as here, so in
other cases, it is by resolution into such simple percepts